
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 

 
Q1 What is a major? 

 A major field of study is the core competence area, comprising a structured group of 
courses which aims to create a broad and deep intellectual experience in an academic 
discipline. Each major shall be overseen by a Major Programme Leader. EE offers 
three government-funded undergraduate majors. Please see Major Structure and 
Curriculum on pages 5 – 29. 

 
Q2 What is a pre-requisite, co-requisite and pre-cursor? 

 A pre-requisite is a requirement that must be fulfilled before a student can register in a 
particular course. A co-requisite is a course that must be taken before or together with a 
particular course (a pass is not required). A pre-cursor is not a requirement but students 
are advised to complete the precursor course before registering in a particular course. 

 
Q3 What is a credit unit? 

 Each course is assigned a number of credit units. A credit unit is equivalent to 
approximately forty-to-fifty hours of student work. 

 
Q4 How can I earn a credit unit? 

You must register for the course, fulfil all coursework requirements and get a final 
grade of at least D. To pass any EE course or GE course offered by EE, students 
should obtain at least 35% in the examination, 35% of coursework and an overall 
mark of 35% in the course. For courses with laboratory sessions, a laboratory 
attendance of at least 75% must be recorded. The above are the MINIMUM general 
guidelines for assessment. A higher set of requirements imposed on courses is 
possible if deemed appropriate. Please refer to University Catalogue 2015/16 
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/ug/current/catalogue/catalogue_UC.htm?page=B/B_course_
EE.htm for more information. 

Q5 How can I arrange my course registration? 

Check the announcements from the Academic Regulations and Records Office 
(ARRO) or visit the website http://www6.cityu.edu.hk/arro/content.asp?cid=152 for 
details. Students will be pre-registered in some of the required courses. To access 
your personal class schedule, please: 

a. Go to CityU home page (www.cityu.edu.hk) from any terminal on campus or 
off campus. 

b. Log in to the CityU Portal 
c. Under the tab “Student”, you can find a quick link “Student Schedule” to view 

your timetable for current semester. Timetable for Semester A 2015/16 is 
available from 28 July 2015 onwards. 

 

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/ug/current/catalogue/catalogue_UC.htm?page=B/B_course_EE.htm
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/ug/current/catalogue/catalogue_UC.htm?page=B/B_course_EE.htm
http://www6.cityu.edu.hk/arro/content.asp?cid=152
http://www.cityu.edu.hk/


Q6 What is the deadline for adding or dropping courses? 

 The deadline for add/drop of Semester A, 2015/16 courses is 7 September 2015, 
11:30p.m.. Students should pay attention to announcements from ARRO and the 
Department for schedule in each semester. Under normal circumstances, no late add/ 
drop application will be accepted by the Department. 

 
Q7 How can I select elective courses? 

 Students will be notified of the course selection arrangements via email in February 
each year. Students can select electives through the EE on-line Course/Elective 
Registration system on a first-come-first-served basis. After consolidating the 
information, EE will register electives for students with ARRO. So don’t miss any 
email sent from EE. Updated elective list is available from the ‘Programme / Major 
Information’ section under the ‘Student Page” of EE website. 

 
Q8 When and how can I register and select Final Year Project (EE4182/EE4282/EE4382): 

 When you have met the pre-requisite requirements, you can register for the Final Year 
Project. Students will be notified of the project selection details before Semester B 
examination every year. For details, please visit the Final Year Project web-site under 
the ‘Student Page’ of EE website. 

 
Q9 What is DegreeWorks?  

DegreeWorks is a web-based tool that CityU has introduced for undergraduate 
students under the 4-year degree curriculum since 2010/11 for academic advising and 
degree audit purposes. DegreeWorks matches a student's academic record against the 
degree requirements. It helps students learn easily what courses and requirement they 
still need to complete and help them plan their studies. DegreeWorks also facilitates 
communication between students and major leaders/advisors, and helps staff members 
monitor the students' progress more easily. More details can be referred to 
http://www6.cityu.edu.hk/arro/content.asp?cid=248. 
 

Q10 What is meant by "catalog term"?  I can see the term appearing in the header of all the 
blocks of requirement in my advising worksheet.  

As the requirements for any major, minor, college requirements, etc. may change over 
time, "catalog term" is used to differentiate the set of requirements that you are 
following. Normally, for your degree and gateway education requirements, the catalog 
term will be the same as your admission term to the Bachelor's degree programme. If 
you find that what you have studied do not follow exactly the requirements of the 
catalog term that you are following, please discuss with your advisor immediately. 
 

 

http://www.ee.cityu.edu.hk/main/student/index.html
http://www6.cityu.edu.hk/arro/content.asp?cid=249%23GQ
http://www6.cityu.edu.hk/arro/content.asp?cid=248


Q11 What is a Grade Point, Semester Grade Point Average (SGPA) and Cumulative Grade 
Point Average (CGPA)? 

 A Grade Point is the numerical grade assigned to the letter grade for assessment 
purpose, except for the grades of P, IP, I, TR, Z, X and WD which carry no Grade 
Point. (Please refer to Paragraph 14.2 of the Academic Regulation for the Grade Point 
of each grade). It is also used to calculate a student’s SGPA and CGPA. The 
calculation of SGPA and CGPA is illustrated in the example given below: 

 
 Example: Student A (suppose the programme only consists of 4 courses) 
 

Course Grade Grade Point Credit unit 

Semester A    

EE2345 A 4.0 3 

EE2567 B- 2.7 3 

Semester B    

CS3233 D 1.0 3 

EE4076 B 3.0 6 

 

  SGPA for Semester A =   4.0 x 3 + 2.7 x 3.0     =  3.35 

                     3 + 3 

 

 CGPA for Semester A and B =   (4.0 x 3) + (2.7 x 3) + (1.0 x 3) + (3.0 x 6)   =  2.74 

       3 + 3 + 3 + 6 

 

Q12 How is CGPA calculated if I take more than the required number of credit units in 
electives or Gateway Education (Area requirements)? 

 All extra electives and GE courses taken will be counted towards the calculation of 
CGPA. 

 
Q13 How can an undergraduate student graduate? 

An undergraduate student can graduate if he/she has fulfilled all degree requirements 
AND achieved a CGPA of 1.7 or above. Also, students are required to notify the 
University your intention to graduate by submitting your application through AIMS 
during the specified period in the semester/ term that you will have all of your 
requirements completed (subject to passing all currently registered courses) and plan 
to graduate. Omission in submitting the application before the required deadline will 
definitely cause delay in your graduation date.  



Q14 What is the consequence of failing a course? 

 You will get an F grade, which means you cannot earn any credit unit from the 
course. If that is a core course, you will need to retake it and pass it in order to 
graduate. Failing the same required course (or its equivalent/substitute course) after 
three attempts will lead to termination. If that is an elective course, you may take 
another elective to fulfil the major requirements. However, you might need LONGER 
time to graduate! 

 
Q15 Is Grade D a pass grade? 

 It is a marginal pass, and the grade point you can get is only ‘1.0’. If you get D for 
some courses, you may not be able to graduate since your CGPA may be below 1.7. 

 
Q16 How can I apply for scholarship? 

 Always check the ‘Scholarships’ section under the ‘Student Page’ of EE homepage. 
Both the username and password are “eestudent”. 

 
Q17 Where can I get the lab manuals, experiment schedules and safety guidelines? 

 Go to the ‘Student Page’. Again, the username and password are “eestudent”. 
 
Q18 Can I work in the laboratory after the laboratory class? 

 You are encouraged to do so! Please check the laboratory opening hours from the 
‘Student Page’. 

 
Q19 How can I manage to complete my final year project if I go on exchange in my final 

year of study? Is delay in graduation a must? 

 Students successfully got a place in the exchange programme can seek approval from 
the department on completing your second semester of final year project in summer 
term where applicable. Please refer to EE student exchange programme webpage 
http://www.ee.cityu.edu.hk/home/studentlife_exchange_outbound_faq.html for more 
details. 

 

http://www.ee.cityu.edu.hk/home/studentlife_exchange_outbound_faq.html

