
W
ith tears, I permanently removed the item 

[“ Michael K. Sain” <avemaria@nd.edu>] from 

my e-mail address book today. He will never be 

able to read my e-mails again.

Our dear colleague and friend, Mike Sain, a native of 

Saint Louis, Missouri, passed away of natural causes at 

home on September 22, 2009. He is survived by his wife, 

Frances; sons, Patrick and John (Alicia); daugh-

ters, Mary, Barbara, and Elizabeth; brother 

Charles; and grandchildren Amira and Joseph; 

among others.

Mike was the Frank M. Freimann Profes-

sor of Electrical Engineering at the University 

of Notre Dame, which was one of the Univer-

sity’s first endowed chairs established in 1982. 

He had worked at the University since 1965, 

right after receiving his doctoral degree from 

the University of Illinois at Urbana-Cham-

paign, prior to which he had earned the bachelor and 

master degrees from Saint Louis University in 1959 and 

1962, respectively. At the University of Notre Dame, 

Mike received a President’s Award and several teaching 

awards for his excellent pedagogy, and directed nearly 

50 theses and dissertations.

Mike flourished in his professional field of scholar-

ship as a pioneer in statistical control theory—which 

extends to game theory, algebraic systems theory, non-

linear multivariable control, and structural control for 

buildings and bridges alike—with over 400 reviewed 

technical publications, including a particularly well-

received book titled Introduction to Algebraic System 

Theory (Academic Press, 1981).

Mike was named Fellow of the IEEE in 1978 for contri-

butions to the theory of multivariable control systems. 

He became a Distinguished Member of the IEEE Control 

Systems Society (CSS) in 1983 and received the IEEE 

Centennial Medal from the CSS in 1984. He also received 

the Golden Jubilee Award for outstanding contributions 

to the IEEE Circuits and Systems Society (CASS) in 1999, 

as well as the Meritorious Service Award from the CASS 

in 2005. 

Mike served in leading roles for several ad-

ministrative committees and editorial boards 

of technical journals. In addition to being the 

Editor-in-Chief for the IEEE Transactions on 

Automatic Control of the CSS in 1979–1983, he 

was the Founding Editor of both the IEEE CASS 

Newsletter (e-version, 1990–1995; paper ver-

sion, 1996–2000) and Magazine (since 2001). 

He also served the CASS as Vice President for 

Technical Activities and for Administration 

in 1995–1996. 

I was very fortunate to be recruited by Mike to 

work for the CAS Newsletter, fi rst as Associate Editor in 

1994–1996 (the e-version) and then as Features Editor 

in 1999–2000, in the sequel as a member on the Edito-

rial Advisory Board of the CAS Magazine (2001–2003), 

and fi nally, as Mike’s successor, the Editor-in-Chief of 

the Magazine since 2008. Along the way, I had been 

Mike’s editorial assistant and good friend, learning a 

lot about his extraordinarily affable personality and 

gaining unforgettable great appreciation for his agile 

mind, utmost enthusiasm, and unselfi sh dedication to 

a professional career.

I hereby dedicate this open letter of condolence to 

Mike. I wish he could still be listening to me, as he al-

ways did, with a happy smile showing no regrets in his 

72-year long profound life. May God forever bless him.

 

—RonDigital Object Identifier 10.1109/MCAS.2009.934871

Michael Kent Sain (1937–2009)

 8  IEEE CIRCUITS AND SYSTEMS MAGAZINE   FOURTH  QUARTER 2009 

Remembrance

Authorized licensed use limited to: CityU. Downloaded on December 2, 2009 at 17:08 from IEEE Xplore.  Restrictions apply. 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 0
  /ParseDSCComments false
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Remove
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00333
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 2.00333
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages false
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 15
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00167
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /ENU ()
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [600 600]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


