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My Exchange in Yonsei University, South 
Korea

AU YEUNG Oi Shan

BENG3-ECE, Yr 4

My Blog

Hong Kong people love Korea very much. They are getting crazy 

on K-pop Star, Korean drama, and Korean foods. However, they 

can only experience Korea as tourists. For me, the exchange 

program has given me a chance to study in Korea –  I made friends 

with local Korean, I learned Korean from Local Korean teachers, 

I could deeply taste the Korean culture and know the society. I bet 

this will make everyone jealous.

My Pre-departure Checklist

Before departure to Korea, a student visa (type D-2) is needed. 

When applying for a visa, your bank account should have a saving 

of at least HKD$25,000 for 3 months. Also, a supporting letter 

from CityU showing you are being sent as exchange students is 

needed. You are required to apply for this letter with MEAO.

Just Arrived…

I was fi rst so nervous because it was my fi rst trip to Korea and fi rst 

time to travel alone. The arrival was my worst day in Korea. It was 

so diffi cult to carry two big suitcases all along when walking on the 

street, especially when the place was most crowded in the evening. 

The situation was worsen by my ignorance of the way to the hostel. 

There was no other way but to phone up my host at the hostel. He 

guided me to the place, and helped me carry the suitcases upstairs 

because there was no lift. After that, he took me to a traditional 

Korean restaurant to have my fi rst meal in Korea.

Orientation

The orientation was held for a whole day. It provided lots of 

information for students to note during their stay in Korea and their 

study in Yonsei. The campus map is the most important. Unlike 

CityU, Yonsei campus is so huge that it is almost ten times larger 
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than CityU and it is easy to get lost there.

Also, we met our mentor and other mentees for the fi rst time in 

the Mentors Club. It was my fi rst step to make friends with local 

Korean people and students from all around the world. We had our 

dinner and party in a traditional fried-chicken restaurant and it was 

a nice evening.

My Place

There is a kind of popular accommodation for students, which 

is called . It is like a student residence hall, but having all 

individual rooms. Also, rice, kimchi, coffee, noodles are available 

always in the kitchen. Since it is cheap, many local and foreign 

students prefer to live in this kind of house. The host was a local 

Korean family. They were very kind that they always cooked 

traditional Korean food for us. And at the day I left Hong Kong, 

they helped me take my heavy luggage to the bus stop. I was so 

thankful for their care and help during my stay. 

My First Class

At the fi rst class, I noticed that the notes were all Korean. 

Fortunately, the professor gave me an English reference book. He 

also gave me some extra lessons after classes. Attributed to his 

extra time and effort, I fi nally got good result in the exam.

Also, the relationship between professors and students were very 

good. They always had dinner and party together. It is not diffi cult 

to fi nd photos for the happy time we spent together.

The learning motivation in Yonsei is worth appreciating. Besides 

lecture notes, most students also studied different reference books. 

Also, they seldom skipped classes and could pay attention even 

though they got drunk the night before. 

People I Met

Because of the group projects, I made some friends with some 

local students. One called Cada impressed me most. He came from 

Turkey and was studying in Yonsei as a regular student. I admired 

him very much because he managed to speak fl uent Korean. He 

recommended good places to travel, good methods to stay warm in 

freezing winter. He also helped me check the exam schedule which 

was in Korean.

Korean people love travelling. When I travelled in Sochu, I had 

two Korean roommates from Seoul.  It is funny that Korean girls 

also love Hong Kong pop stars and our food very much. They said 

that Leung Chiu Wai and Leslie Cheung were very handsome. 

Out of Classroom

The most exciting extra-curricular activity was held in a school in 

Yo-Ko Jeon. It was a sport festival held between Yonsei University 

and Korea University. There were fi ve different sports games. I 

have watched the basketball, baseball, football and ruby games. 

All the students wore different colors of T-shirts representing 

their schools. A sea of blue and another sea of red were cheering 

for their school representatives. Different schools had their own 

cheering teams, songs and corresponding dance and motions. All 

the students including the exchange students were shouting in their 

full strength. The scene was so touching as it could unify so many 

people together.

Money

Roads in Korean are not as smooth as those in Hong Kong. It is easy 

to break the mobile screen if you drop your mobile phone on the 

ground. Many people are using broken phones. And unfortunately, 

I became one of them. The screen of my mobile phone was broken 

accidentally. So I had to take the phone for repair. At the service 

counter, no one was able to speak English. However, once I took 

out my phone, they smiled and seemed to know why I was there. It 

is funny that though we could not speak the same language, we still 

could communicate. Repairing the phone screen was expensive. 

To compensate, I had cooked my own food in dome for one week 

instead of eating out.

Goodbye

4-month exchange life was totally not enough for me. It was a 

pity that when I began to get used to live in Korea just like local 

people, I had to leave. But I still have to thank all the people who 

helped me a lot to make my dreams come true. Also, I have to 

thank myself that I can overcome so many challenges and never 

give up. !!

Some Korean love talking to tourists but I could not understand 

Korean well so I did not chat much with them. This always made 

me feel sorry. But it encouraged me to continue my Korean learning 

when I came back to Hong Kong. I hope that when the next time I 
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visit Korea again, I can chat with Korean natively.

Home Sweet Home

Before studying in Korea, I had never borrowed reference books 

because there were too much to read and some of the contents 

were not easy to understand. However, I got used to read reference 

books in Korea, and realized that they contained lots of useful 

information. I will try to read more reference books in my study 

in Hong Kong.

In Korea, I always visited different places when I was free. I always 

looked around because I am curious about things around me. I 

apply this good habit when coming back to Hong Kong, and have 

realized that in the past, I used to miss a lot that were happening 

around us. Now I am learning to observe more when I am walking 

on the street to discover more interesting things.

Sharing

I would like to encourage student to be more brave and proactive. 

Lots of students do not have enough self-confi dence to believe 

they could be selected in interviews for going on exchange. I also 

thought the same way when I was in year one but I regret. I made 

up my mind to apply for exchange program even I knew that I had 

to defer my study. After fi nishing my exchange life in Korea, I 

realized that it was really of great worth.

Overall Rating

I would like to rate my exchange experience 4 (out of 5). I had 

experienced many aspects of Korea that tourists never have chance 

to experience. I overcame many diffi culties that I had never met in 

Hong Kong. Also, I had done lots of things that I would not do in 

Hong Kong. All these refl ected a new kind of me and helped me 

improve myself. I hope my friends could also be able to grasp what 

I experienced in Korea.

My Exchange in Shanghai Jiao Tong University, 
China

CHAN Wai Yin

BENG3-ECE, Yr 3

My Pre-departure Checklist

Before I went to mainland China, I checked the expiry date of my 

Mainland Travel Permit for Hong Kong and Macau Residents.

Please also get ready with you the address of your school and the 

dormitory for locating the place more conveniently. 

Just Arrived…

The fi rst day was unforgettable. I went to my host university by 

taxi. When I arrived at the university, I did not know where I 

should go fi rst. I asked the local students for help. Finally, one of 

the students brought me to the place for registration and got me to 

my dorm. I was grateful for his help.

Orientation

There was no orientation organized by the host university but it 

was not diffi cult to meet new friends since we could use putonghua 

to communicate. The students in the university were very nice and 

friendly and most of them helped eagerly the new students to adapt 

to the new environment. 

My Place

My accommodation was fair. I lived with a Taiwan student. When I 

arrived at my dorm, it was a little bit dusty and I cleaned it for half 

an hour. Insects were common in our fl at for the summer. To avoid 

the insects coming into our room, we turned on the air-conditioner.

Our dorm is on the school campus but it is far from the place for 

lessons. So, most of the students rode their bicycles for travelling. 

Our dorm is rather safe and we had not heard about thefts in the 

dorm. However, some bicycles of the exchange students locked 

outside the dorm have been stolen.

My First Class

The learning style was different from CityU. In Shanghai Jiao 

Tong University, they only have lectures but not tutorial classes. 

The lecturers are more focused in teaching the knowledge and you 


