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Abstract 
 

Photonics is a technology that has become an indispensable for modern life. This talk will 
describe some key applications of photonics, the reach of this industry in China, and 
globally, and highlight a few recent advances that demonstrate continued opportunities in this 
field. 
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Kent Rochford is the CEO of SPIE, the international society for optics 
and photonics. Previously, Rochford was the Associate Director for 
Laboratory Programs at the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology (NIST) responsible for the breadth of NIST research, 
development, and measurement services. In 2017 he served as the 
Acting NIST Director and Under Secretary of Commerce for Standards 
and Technology. Rochford holds a PhD in optical sciences from the 
University of Arizona, and an MBA from the University of Colorado.  
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