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Thomas Young's sketch of
two-slit diffraction of light.
Source: Wikimedia

Thomas Young FRS (13 June 1773 — 10 May 1829)
In the early 19th century, Young put forth a number of theoretical reasons supporting the wave theory of
light, and he developed two enduring demonstrations to support this viewpoint. With his interference

experiment, known as the “double-slit experiment”, Young demonstrated the interference of light as a wave.

T. Young, “Experiments and Calculations Relative to Physical Optics”, published in 1804.
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