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By Karen Cheng X : BB:HEE

A scholar will earn himself considerable respect not only if he has
scored notable achievements in his own field, but also if he has true
zeal for promoting academic research and knowledge exchange with
his peers.

Chair Professor Ron Chen Guanrong of the Department of Electronic
Engineering is typical of this kind of scholar, a fact reflected in the
international recognitions that he has earned throughout his career.

For instance, Saint Petersburg State University of Russia recently
conferred on him an honorary doctorate, commending him for his
outstanding achievements in scientific research and his remarkable
contributions to promoting cooperation between Russian and the
international scientific community.

Professor Chen has gained due recognition from the international
scientific community for his pioneering work in laying a foundation
for chaos control and anti-control theories. In the early 1990s, while
working at a university in the US, he met by chance a group of Russian
scientists that were furnished with very advanced theories on chaos
theory research. His interest aroused, so consequently he decided

to work with them to organise an international conference on the
advanced subject of common interest.

.

At that time, the US and other Western countries were rather reserved
about academic exchanges with Russia, and vice versa. Undeterred,
Professor Chen issued invitations to renowned scientists from different
countries for a conference in St Petersburg, with his academic calibre
and position adding status to the event. That was in 1997 and five
conferences have been held since then. During this period, significant
academic exchange activities have been witnessed, especially among
Russian, Chinese and US scientists, enabling Russian scholars to further
closely cooperate with the international academic community.

Professor Chen is modest when he looks back over his endeavors,
saying he has served only as a bridge and admitting that the honorary
doctorate was somehow unexpected. Likewise, he was surprised to
learn that he had also been awarded the Leonhard Euler Gold Medal
by the Euler Foundation in St Petersburg, Russia.

Professor Chen said that he sees it as a principle in life to contribute to
the world by helping others in scientific research within his capacity,
adding that the two special honours have inspired him to continue

to serve as a link for scientific research, knowledge exchange and
mutually beneficial international cooperation. @
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