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by FRANK ROSENBLATT

Introducing the perceptron — A machine which senses,
recognizes, remembers, and responds like the human mind.

STORIES about the creation of machines having
human qualities have long been a fascinating province
in the realm of science fiction. Yet we are now about to
witness the birth of such a2 machine — a machine capable
of perceiving, recognizing, and identifying its surround-
ings without any human training or control.

Development of that machine has stemmed from a
search for an understanding of the physical mechanisms
which underlic human experience and intelligence. The
question of the nature of these processes is at least as
ancient as any other question in western science and
philosophy, and, indeed, ranks as one of the greatest
scientific challenges of our time.

Our understanding of this problem has gone perhaps
as far as had the development of physics before Newton.
We have some excellent descriptions of the phenomena
to be explained, a number of interesting hypotheses, and
a litde detailed knowledge about events in the nervous
system. But we lack agreement on any integrated set of
principles by which the functioning of the nervous
system can be understood.

We believe now that this ancient problem is about
to yield to our theoretical investigation for three reasons:
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First, in recent years our knowledge of the function-
ing of individual cells in the central nervous system has
vastly increased.

Second, large numbers of engineers and mathema-
ticians are, for the first time, undertaking serious study
of the mathematical basis for thinking, perception, and
the handling of information by the central nervous sys-
tem, thus providing the hope that these problems may
be within our intellectual grasp.

Third, recent developments in probability theory
and in the mathematics of random processes provide
new tools for the study of events in the nervous system,
where only the gross statistical organization is known
and the precise cell-by-cell “wiring diagram™ may never
be obtained.

Receives Navy Support

In July, 1957, Project PARA (Perceiving and Recog-
nizing Automaton), an internal research program which
had been in progress for over a year at Cornell Acro-
nautical Laboratory, received the support of the Office
of Naval Research. The program had been concerned
primarily with the application of probability theory to
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