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Figure 2
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Figure 4B
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Figure 4C
Figure 4D
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Figure 6B

Figure 6A
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1
SYSTEM AND METHOD FOR
DETERMINING OPTIMAL PATH
ARRANGEMENTS FOR AN
INFRASTRUCTURE LINK WITH TWO OR
MORE DESIGN LEVELS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a system and method for
determining optimal path arrangements for an infrastructure
link. More particularly, although not exclusively, the inven-
tion relates to a system and method for determining one or
more optimal paths for laying a long-haul optical fiber cable
between two locations on the Earth’s surface, taking into
account at least two design levels.

BACKGROUND

Optical fiber long-haul telecommunication cables are cru-
cial to modern society in transmitting information to supply
burgeoning demand in the increasingly interconnected
world. On one hand, investments in long-haul optical fiber
cables have a significant impact on the economy; on the
other hand, breakage or faults of such cables caused by
various hazards such as earthquakes can lead to severe social
and economic consequences. It is therefore preferable to
incorporate disaster mitigation into the cable route planning
and design phase with the aim of avoiding such problems ab
initio.

In view of the high cost involved, it is desirable to
improve the survivability of the cables. One way is to keep
the cables at a safe distance away from high risk regions,
which results in longer cables. Another way is to strengthen
the cables with special shielding, or armoured components
when the cable passes through high risk areas. Examples of
strengthened cables include single armoured cable, double
armoured cable and rock armoured cable, with an increasing
protection level. However, a higher protection level requires
a more expensive material, this results in higher construction
cost per unit cable length.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In the light of the foregoing background, it is an object to
address the above needs, to overcome or substantially ame-
liorate the above disadvantages or, more generally, to pro-
vide a system and method for determining optimal path
arrangements for an infrastructure link.

Accordingly, the present invention, in a first aspect,
provides a method for determining optimal path arrange-
ments for an infrastructure link between two geographic
locations, comprising modelling a geographic terrain con-
taining the two geographic locations; optimizing an arrange-
ment cost and a repair rate for two or more potential paths
based on the modelled geographic terrain, an arrangement
cost model, and a repair rate model, taking into account at
least two design levels; and determining the optimal path
arrangements each including multiple path portions and
respective design levels associated with the path portions
based on the optimization.

Preferably, the optimization is independent of direction-
ality of the path arrangements.

Preferably, the modelling of the geographic terrain com-
prises modelling the geographic terrain into a grid with
multiple grid points.
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Preferably, the geographic terrain is modelled such that
each point on the model is denoted by a 3D coordinate
including altitude of the geographic location.

More preferably, the method further comprises receiving
input associated with dimensions of the grid points for
modelling the geographic terrain.

Additionally, the method further comprises receiving
input associated with the two geographic locations.

Additionally, the method further comprises displaying at
least one of the optimized path arrangements on a map of the
geographic terrain.

Preferably, the arrangement cost model incorporates a
factor associated with location and design level of the path.

More preferably, the factor includes: local geographic
attributes, labor, licenses, and protection level.

Most preferably, the method further comprises receiving
input associated with the factors.

According to an example of the preferred embodiments,
the arrangement cost model incorporates a factor associated
with location and design level of the path for each portion of
a path, and sums the arrangement cost per unit length of a
path to determine an arrangement cost of the path.

According to an example of the preferred embodiments,
the repair rate model is based on spatially distributed ground
motion intensity associated with the geographic terrain in
which the path is arranged.

Preferably, the spatially distributed ground motion inten-
sity comprises peak ground velocity.

According to another example of the preferred embodi-
ments, the repair rate model is based on spatially distributed
ground motion intensity associated with the geographic
terrain of each portion of a path and sums the repair rate per
unit length of a path to determine a repair rate of the path.

Additionally, the optimization in the method for deter-
mining optimal path arrangements comprises calculating a
minimum weighted cost value over all design levels for each
point on the modelled geographic terrain.

Preferably, the optimization further comprises transform-
ing the optimization to an Eikonal equation based on the
calculated minimum weighted cost value, and applying fast
marching method to solve the Eikonal equation for deter-
mining the optimal path arrangements.

In addition, the method for determining the optimal path
arrangements comprises determining a set of Pareto optimal
solutions representing the optimal path arrangements.

In one specific implementation, the infrastructure link
comprises a cable and the optimal path arrangements are
optimal laying paths.

Preferably, the cable is an optical cable.

In a second aspect, the present invention is an information
handling system, comprising one or more processors
arranged to: model a geographic terrain containing the two
geographic locations; optimize an arrangement cost and a
repair rate for two or more potential paths based on the
modelled geographic terrain, an arrangement cost model,
and a repair rate model, taking into account at least two
design levels; and determine the optimal path arrangements
each including multiple path portions and respective design
levels associated with the path portions based on the opti-
mization; and a display arranged to display the determined
optimal path arrangements. The system may further include
input devices or means for receiving user input. Preferably,
the system is further arranged to perform the method of the
first aspect.

In a third aspect, the present invention is a non-transitory
computer readable medium for storing computer instruc-
tions that, when executed by one or more processors, causes
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the one or more processors to perform a method for deter-
mining optimal path arrangements for an infrastructure link
between two geographic locations, comprising: modelling a
geographic terrain containing the two geographic locations;
optimizing an arrangement cost and a repair rate for two or
more potential paths based on the modelled geographic
terrain, an arrangement cost model, and a repair rate model,
taking into account at least two design levels; and determin-
ing the optimal path arrangements each including multiple
path portions and respective design levels associated with
the path portions based on the optimization. Preferably, the
non-transitory computer readable medium is further
arranged to perform the method of the first aspect.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The patent or application file contains at least one drawing
executed in color. Copies of this patent or patent application
publication with color drawing(s) will be provided by the
Office upon request and payment of the necessary fee.

Embodiments of the present invention will now be
described, by way of example, with reference to the accom-
panying drawings in which:

FIG. 1 a flow diagram illustrating a method for determin-
ing optimal path arrangement for an infrastructure link in
one embodiment of the invention;

FIG. 2 is a map showing an exemplary D1, wherein the
red line illustrates a fault line;

FIG. 3 is a shaded surface map of Peak Ground Velocity
(PGV) for region D1 in log scale;

FIGS. 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4F and 4F are Pareto optimal paths
modelled on the PGV map of region D1, where the magenta
lines indicate the cable or cable segments being adopted at
a first design level, and the black lines indicate the cable or
cable segments being adopted at a second design level;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing non-dominated front for two
objectives—total number of repairs and cable laying cost,
where the red dash line illustrates Pareto front obtained by
Fast Marching Method (FMM) with low-precision data, the
black solid line illustrates Pareto front obtained by FMM
with high-precision data, and the blue dash line illustrates
Pareto front obtained by Label-Setting (LS) algorithm with
low-precision data;

FIG. 6A is an optimal path arrangement obtained by LS
algorithm on a PGV map of region D1, where the magenta
lines indicate the cable or cable segments being adopted at
a first design level, and the black lines indicate the cable or
cable segments being adopted at a second design level;

FIG. 6B is an optimal path arrangement obtained by FMM
algorithm on a PGV map of region D1, where the magenta
lines indicate the cable or cable segments being adopted at
a first design level, and the black lines indicate the cable or
cable segments being adopted at a second design level.

FIG. 7 is a map showing an exemplary region D2, wherein
the black line illustrates a fault line;

FIG. 8 is a shaded surface map of Peak Ground Velocity
(PGV) for region D2 in log scale;

FIGS.9A, 9B, 9C, 9D, 9E and 9F are Pareto optimal paths
modelled on the PGV map of region D2, where the magenta
lines indicate the cable or cable segments being adopted at
a first design level, and the black lines indicate the cable or
cable segments being adopted at a second design level;

FIG. 10 is a graph showing non-dominated front for two
objectives—total number of repairs and cable laying cost,
where the red dash line illustrates Pareto front obtained by
Fast Marching Method (FMM) with low-precision data, the
black solid line illustrates Pareto front obtained by FMM
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with high-precision data, and the blue dash line illustrates
Pareto front obtained by Label-Setting (LS) algorithm with
low-precision data; and

FIG. 11 is an information handling system that can be
configured to operate the method in one embodiment of the
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
PREFERRED EMBODIMENT

Path Optimization for Infrastructure Links

The invention relates to path optimization for an infra-
structure link between two locations on the Earth’s surface
that crosses a hazardous area associated with natural causes
or human activities that may lead to cable failures. Without
loss of generality, for ease of exposition, we assume here
that earthquakes are the main cause of cable failures, and we
adopt the number of potential repairs along a cable as the
measure of risk. This measure, widely accepted in practice
as well as in the civil engineering literature, has two key
advantages: firstly, it has a strong relationship with repair or
reconstruction cost and is associated with societal cost
incurred by cable failures and, secondly, it can be quantified
in terms of cable repair rate and formulae for cable repair
rate based on available ground motion intensity data.

In one embodiment, the focus is on path optimization of
infrastructure links, such as undersea cables and long-haul
oil/gas/water pipelines, where surface distance is a reason-
able measure of the length of a link. Preferably, the problem
can be formulated as a multi-objective variational problem
and the objective is to find the set of Pareto optimal paths for
the infrastructure link with two objective functions.

The first objective is to minimize the arrangement cost
associated with the laying of the infrastructure link.
Connecting the two locations through the route with the
shortest surface distance, may minimize the arrange-
ment cost but can increase the risk of damage or break
in the event of an earthquake if the route is close to the
hazard.

The second objective is to minimize the number of
potential failures (hence repairs) along the infrastruc-
ture link in the wake of earthquakes, which may serve
as an index of the cost associated with the loss and
reconstruction of the link in the event of failures.

FIG. 1 shows a method wo for determining optimal path
arrangements for an infrastructure link between two geo-
graphic locations. The method 100 comprises a step of
modelling a geographic terrain containing the two geo-
graphic locations 102. The modelling of the geographic
terrain in the present embodiment may be built on the state
of the art in geographic information systems (GIS) for
terrain approximation. GIS based path selection approaches
digitize geographic data and represents the surface of the
Earth by a graph. Multiple factors affecting cable path
planning are considered through a summary cost which is a
sum of the weighted costs of each of the factors.

The method 100 further comprises a step of optimizing an
arrangement cost and a repair rate for two or more potential
paths based on the modelled geographic terrain in step 102,
an arrangement cost model, and a repair rate model while
taking into account of at least two design levels.

In this embodiment, the two objective functions—ar-
rangement cost and repair rate are considered. The first
objective function may include the laying cost and the
construction cost. For brevity, thereafter, the term arrange-
ment cost used herein refers to both laying cost and con-
struction cost. The laying cost is applicable to, for example,



US 11,853,916 B2

5

a telecommunication cable, while the construction cost is
application to for example an oil pipeline. The second
objective function is an index associated with the estimation
of future number of repairs (or failures) of the link in a given
time period (e.g., 100 years). Although the first objective is
about cost incurred during construction, the second objec-
tive is about cost incurred in the (potentially, long term)
future.

Factors associated with the estimation of the arrangement
cost include the length of the link, location (with different
ground/soil condition), requirement for security arrange-
ments, licensing, etc. Whereas the repair rate (failure rate)
indicates both potential costs of repairs, as well as link
downtime that may have significant societal cost. As an
illustration, after the Taiwan Earthquake in 2006, 18 cuts
were found on eight submarine telecommunication cables,
affecting Internet service of several Asian countries or
regions for several weeks. The financial losses associated
with Internet shutdown is enormous, as an estimation, a loss
of 1.2% of annual GDP will incur per one week of Internet
shutdown in a modern country such as Switzerland.

To calculate the total number of repairs for a link, the term
repair rate is used to indicate the predicted number of repairs
per unit length of the link over a fixed time period into the
future. The present invention also takes into consideration of
the design levels. For a specific link, the repair rate varies for
different points on the link and depends on various factors as
well, such as the geology, link material, and ground/soil
conditions. In another context considering earthquakes
effects, the repair rate has been widely used to assess
reliability of water supply networks, and to analyse the risk
to gas distribution.

To estimate the repair rate that is used for estimating the
total number of repairs of a link, data of ground motion in
the past during a certain period of time, or simulations based
on given geological knowledge, is used. The method of this
embodiment also takes advantage of the extensive work of
the United States Geological Survey (USGS) analysts who
develop models for the potential effects of future earth-
quakes.

The total number of repairs (and repair rate) indicates
both the expected time period between the seismic events
that will result in repairs and their probability of occurrence.
The higher the probability of occurrence and intensity of
seismic events, the larger the ground motion intensity and
therefore the larger the repair rate.

In this embodiment, two objectives—arrangement cost
and number of potential repairs—are considered. Other
objectives can be easily integrated into the method of the
embodiment if they can be computed as an integral of some
quantity along the path. Effectively, this means the objec-
tives are local and additive across multiple path segments.

The method 100 further comprises a step of determining
the optimal path arrangements each including multiple path
portions and respective design levels associated with the
path portions based on the optimization 106. Raster-based
path analysis, a conventional method, may be used to find
the least accumulative cost path using Dijkstra’s algorithm
for cable route selection, taking into account cost minimi-
zation and earthquake survivability. But a major limitation
of the raster-based path approach is that a path is restricted
to use either a lateral link or a diagonal link when moving
from a cell to adjacent cells, and it may not be able to obtain
solutions of acceptable quality in a reasonable running time
for realistic large scale problems.

In the present embodiment, the method boo for determin-
ing the optimal path can be approached by first converting
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the multi-objective variational problem into a single objec-
tive variational problem using the weighted sum method.
Pareto optimal path can be obtained by solving an extended
Eikonal equation, using the Fast Marching Method (FMM),
taking in account of the trade-off between arrangement cost
and repair rate. The method in the present invention also
considers non-homogenous cables (i.e. segments of cables at
more than one design levels) and the shape of cables (path
planning) for determining an optimal path within a shorter
running time with a better solution quality.

Modelling

Models are for designing the path and selecting the design
level of each point on the path of a cable between the starting
node and the destination along the Earth’s surface or buried
in shallow ground. Three models are described below.

A. Earth’s Surface Model

In this embodiment, the Earth’s surface is approximated
by using a triangulated piecewise-linear two-dimensional
manifold M in R® Each point on M is denoted by a
three-dimensional coordinates (x,y,z), where z=5(x,y) is the
altitude of geographic location (x.y).

B. Laying Cost Model

As mentioned above, the arrangement cost is affected by
various factors and can vary from one location to another.
For a point X=(xy,z) €M, E=(x,y), u: M—U is used to
represent the design level at X. Without loss of generality,
the design level variable u is assumed to take values of
positive integers and U={1, 2, .. ., L} is assumed to be same
for all the points on M. The set of design levels for a cable
is defined as U={u(-): M!—U}. Function h(X; u) is defined
to represent the unit length laying cost of design level u €
U at X. The definition of h(X; u) enables it to incorporate
parameters associated with the location and the design level
as dependent factors influencing laying cost. Examples for
such parameters include the local site attributes (e.g. soil
type, elevation, etc.), labour, licenses (e.g. right of way) and
protection level.

To construct a cable v to connect the two nodes A and B
in M, the laying cost of the cable y with design levels u(-) €
U is represented by H (y,u(*)). By the additive assumption of
laying cost H (y,u(:)) can be represented as

Hyu()=f p(Xu(X))ds M

Assigning appropriately high positive real numbers to the
function h(X; u) enables avoidance of problematic areas.

C. Cable Repair Model

The term repair rate is used to indicate the predicted
number of repairs per unit length of the cable over a fixed
time period into the future, including the design level
variable u. The repair rate at location X=(x,y,z) € M, z=E(x;
y) is defined as g (X,u); u € U, where u is the design level
at X. For the same location X on a cable, the repair rate
caused by an earthquake is lower if higher design level is
adopted, and vice versa. As discussed, a higher design level
indicates higher laying cost and reduced number of repairs.
In other words, h(X, u,)<h(X, u,) and g (X, u,)zg (X, u,) if
ul<u, for any X € M.

The high correlation between the repair rate and the
ground motion intensity measure (e.g., Peak Ground Veloc-
ity) is accommodated in this embodiment, which is widely
accepted in civil engineering. Let G (y, u(-)) denotes the total
number of repairs of a cable y, assuming that G (y,u(*)) is
additive. That is, G (y,u(*)) can be rewritten as

Glru()gXulX)ds @

where g (X, u(X)) €R,! is the repair rate with a particular
design level u at location X.
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Problem Formulation and Solution

The following provides the detailed mathematical formu-
lation of the link path planning problem and then introduced
the methodology of this embodiment. Based on the models
of landforms, construction cost, and the potential required
repairs, the multi-objective optimization problem of mini-
mizing the construction cost and the total number of repairs
is as follows:

mind(y. () = (HO, u(-). G, ul ). (Problem 1)
Youl-

st. y(A)= A, y(B) =B

where vy is the cable that connects Start Node A and Desti-
nation Point B and u(-) € U is the set of design levels for the
cable y.

To compute the two objectives of the cable vy, the natural
parametrization of a curve is introduced: the curve y is
parameterized by a function of arc length denoted by s, and
each point X on the cable y can be represented by a function
of's, i.e. X=X(s). Using the natural parametrization of y and
redefine w:R, U{o}, Equation (1) and Equation (2), we can
rewrite

Hyu(DA Q) u(s)ds, Gou()=Vgly(s)uls)ds 3

where h(y(s),u(s)), g(y(s), u(s)) are the unit laying cost and
the repair rate at location y(s) with a specified seismic design
level u(s), respectively, and 1(y) represents the total length of
the cable y.

The two objectives, arrangement cost and the total num-
ber of repairs, are conflicting. In general, it is impossible to
simultaneously optimize both the construction cost and the
total number of repairs. Therefore, a set of Pareto optimal
solutions are sought. This problem is reduced to a multi-
objective variational problem, if only one seismic design
level is considered, i.e. L=1.

Problem 1 is converted into a single-objective optimiza-
tion problem by weighting the two objectives as follows.

- () (Problem 2)
r;l;nq) (y,u(-)) = fo Fy(s), uls)ds,
st Yy =A, yly)=8B

Wl{ler}e FO(S)uE)=h(v(s).u6)+eg()(s)u(s) and ¢ ER,'
Uqor.

The following theorem shows that a set of Pareto optimal
solutions of Problem 1 can be obtained by solving Problem
2.

Theorem 1

If(y*; u*(+)) is an optimal solution for Problem 2, then it
is Pareto optimal for the laying cost H and the total number
of repairs G.

20

25

30

35

40

45

8

For any point S € M, we define a cost function ¢(S) that
represents the minimal cumulative weighted cost to travel
from End Point B of the cable to point S as

4() “)
#(S) = min f F(B(s), uls))ds,
Bty Jo

where fE Lip(Jo, +2); M) is a Lipschitz continuous path
parameterized by its length,

apis)
ds

gron = £ = 1.

X(0)=Xg, and X(1(p)=Xs. By Equation (4) and the definition
of f, and applying the fundamental theorem of the calculus
of variations, it has been shown that the optimal paths are the
gradient descent contours of a specific Eikonal equation.
Theorem 2
¢(S) is the viscosity solution of the following Eikonal
equation,

IV ¢(S)HIl = min f(S, ), $(B) =0 ®

where V is the gradient operator and ||| is the 2-norm.

For any point S, ¢(S) is called the level set function; that
is, {S € M: ¢(S)=a} is a curve composed of all the points
that can be reached from point B with minimal cost equal to
a. The optimal path(s) is (are) along the gradient of $(S); i.e.,
orthogonal to the level curves. From Problem 2 and Equa-
tion (5), it can be observed that the joint optimization of the
path y and the design levels u(-) has been decomposed into
two separate stages, of which the first stage is to calculate the
minimum weighted cost value over all design levels for each
point S € M, and the second stage is to solve the Eikonal
equation.

Theorem 2 shows that FMM can be applied to solve
Problem 2. FMM is a computationally efficient and conver-
gent algorithm, to solve the Eikonal equation. Here, for each
point S € M, an additional step of calculating the minimum
weighted cost value over all design levels; that is, min,z, f
(S,u), has to be executed before running FMM. This means
for a fixed weight value ¢, once the minimum weighted cost
value f'(S)=min, z, f(S,u) for each S € M is derived, f'¢(S)
can be input into the FMM, and the corresponding Pareto
optimal solutions can be obtained. By varying the weight
value ¢ in the calculation of the single combined objective
function Problem 2, a Pareto optimal set of Problem 1 is
obtained.

The method of this embodiment provides an algorithm,
called Algorithm 1, for optimizing both the path planning
and design levels.

Algorithm 1 - Algorithm for optimization of both the path planning

and design levels in the region of interest D.

Input: Region D (modelled as M), spatially distributed PGV data and laying cost data for

each design level u on D, mesh size A,, A

, A, Start Point A, End Point B, c, step size T;

Output: Path y and design level u(y) with minimum weighted cost;
1: Discretize D rectangularly with A, in x and A, in y, and denote the set of points on
the grid by T;
2: Based on the PGV data on D, calculate the repair rate g(i, j, u) for each grid
point (i, j) € T and design level u;
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-continued

10

Algorithm 1 - Algorithm for optimization of both the path planning

and design levels in the region of interest D.

3: For each grid point (i, j) € T, let £(i, j) = min,, (h({, j, u) + ¢ - g(i, j, w)),

where h(i, j, u) is the laying cost at grid point (i,j) with design level u;
4: Create edges, faces and obtain a complete triangulation (i.e., M) of D based

on I3
5: Denote the approximate value of ¢ by @ satisfying @(i, j) = ¢ (iA, +

Xp, JA, + yp). Let @ 0, 0) = 0 and set End Point B to Near. Define the neighbors

of a grid element (i, j) to be the set Ty 5,
6: while Near list is not empty do

7: Find a point (i, j) with the minimum value @ in Near list, and set it to be

Frozen.

8: For each point (i', j') € [, if (i', j) is not Frozen, for each face ¢ €
2,2 ={%,({j)ES}, calculate @(i’,j") and update its value with the

minimum one using Equations (10) or (11) in [9].

9: If (i',j") is Far, update its value by @(i',j") and add it in the Near list;

otherwise update its value by minimum of @(i’,j") and its current value.

10: end while
11: Letyo=Aand k =0.
12: while |y, - B|? > € do
13: Compute the gradient G(y, ) using finite-difference based on Equation (6) in [9].
14:  Compute Y, =Yz — vG(Y.), where vy, is an approximation of y(t) at time
t=kv.
15: Let u(Yyz,;) be the design level of the grid point nearest to yy,;.
16: end while
17: return y and u(y).

[9]: Wang Z. et al., “Multiobjective path optimization for
critical infrastructure links with consideration to seismic
resilience” Computer Aided Civil and Infrastructure Engi-
neering, vol. 32, no. 10, pp. 836-855, Oct. 2017.

Comparing with the multi-objective variational optimiza-
tion problem without considering multiple design levels, the
only additional computational cost is caused by calculating
F'(S). Note that the computational complexity of FMM is
O(Nlog(N)), where N is the number of nodes in M, enabling
applicability to large scale problems.

Applications

This section illustrates the applications of Algorithm 1 to
scenarios based on 3D realistic scenarios. Without loss of
generality, two seismic design levels are assumed in these
two scenarios; Levels 1 and 2 with low and high level
protection respectively. Considering the trade-off between
the laying cost and the total number of repairs, the Pareto
optimal solutions are obtained and the corresponding (ap-
proximate) Pareto front is generated. In addition, the FMM-
based method is compared to the L.S-based algorithm (Algo-
rithm 1) and LS-IP algorithm. The codes are run in Matlab
R2016b on a Lenovo ThinkCenter M900 Tower desktop (64
GB RAM, 3.4 GHz Intel(R) Core(TM) 17-6700 CPU).

A. The First Scenario

FIG. 2 shows a map of an exemplary region D1, which is
located in State of California from northwest (35:00° N,
-118:00° E) to southeast (33:00° N, -116:00° E). The red
line cutting through the region D1 illustrates the San
Andreas fault line. A cable is to be laid connecting Start
Point (33:55° N, -117:65° E) to End Point (35:00° N,
-116:00° E) as shown in FIG. 2.

The elevation data was downloaded from the General
Bathy metric Chart of the Oceans (GEBCO) and the Peak
Ground Acceleration (PGA) data from USGS. The spatial
resolution of the elevation data and the PGA data are
arc-second and 180 arc-second, respectively. The equation 6
is used to convert PGA to Peak Ground Velocity (PGV) for

calculating repair rate of the cable as follows,
log,o(v)=1.0548 log, o(PGA)-1.5566 (6)

where v (cm/s) represents the PGV value.
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FIG. 3 shows a shaded surface map of Peak Ground
Velocity (PGV) for region D1 in log scale. Referring to FIG.
2 and FIG. 3, if a cable is laid from Start Point to End Point,
it has to pass through a high risk area due to the existence
of San Andreas fault line. Since the spatial resolution of the
PGA data is lower than that of the elevation data, and the
computational complexity of the FMM-based method is
lower than that of the L.S-based algorithm, the elevation data
is first downsampled to the level of the resolution of the
PGA data (i.e., 180 arc-second) in order to compare the
FMM-based method with the LS-based algorithm. There-
fore, two sets of data are used: the original PGA data and the
downsampled elevation data, which is call the low-precision
data herein.

To show the benefit of deriving better approximate Pareto
front using high resolution data and to take advantage of the
computational efficiency of the FMM-based method, high-
precision data is then generated by interpolating the PGA
data (i.e., complementing missing data by interpolation) to
make it have the same spatial resolution as the original
elevation data (i.e., arc-second). Then, the FMM-based
method is applied to both the low-precision data and the
high-precision data. As mentioned, the LS-based algorithm
is applied to the low-precision data only since it cannot be
used to obtain the Pareto front in a reasonable time for the
high-precision data. Thereafter, the LS-based algorithm
using the low-precision data is compared with the FMM-
based method.

FIGS. 4A, 4B, 4C, 4D, 4E and 4F are Pareto optimal paths
modelled on the PGV map of region D1 using high-precision
data, where in each of these figures, the 3D topographic
landform shown is on the left and the corresponding 2D
logarithmic PGV from top view is on the right, and where
the magenta lines indicate the cable or cable segments
adopting Level 1, and the black lines indicate the cable or
cable segments adopt Level 2.

The corresponding data collected from each of the Pareto
optimal paths in FIGS. 4A-4F, including the laying cost H
(v*; u*()) and total number of repairs G (y*; u*(-)) are
shown in Table I.
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TABLE I
c H (", u*()) G (", u*())
a 0 220.7205 42.5164
b 3.8 222.3874 41.6799
c 6.2 276.6942 29.6408
d 10.5 421.0422 13.0290
e 24 491.5129 8.5157
f 500 534.2173 8.0231

Referring back to FIGS. 4A-4F, example ways of reduc-
ing risk (lower number of repairs) may be by adding
segments with high level protection (see the black lines as
shown in FIG. 4¢) and by increasing the length of the cable
to avoid the high risk areas shown in FIG. 45. Additionally,
the laying cost increases and the total number of repairs
decreases when some parts of the cable have high level
protection.

From FIG. 4a and FIG. 44, the cable is designed to keep
away from the high PGV areas to reduce the total number of
repairs. However, it is evident from Table I that avoiding the
high PGV areas is not an effective way to decrease the total
number of repairs of the cable. In this scenario, the San
Andreas fault line cuts through the objective region D. This
implies that the designed path has to pass through the high
PGV areas and a higher design level should be adopted for
the cable deployed in such high risk areas. Adopting a higher
design level for some parts of the cable is noticeable, and
these higher level protected segments become longer around
the high PGV areas as shown by FIG. 4c¢ and FIG. 44. The
reduction of the total number of repairs is significant but
with an increased laying cost by deploying a higher design
level for the cable.

Table 1 shows the trade-off between the laying cost and
the total number of repairs. In order to generate the (approxi-
mate) Pareto front, the weight value ¢ may be varied from
0 to moo. As the weight value ¢ increases, the laying cost
increases and the total number of repairs decreases. In other
words, the higher the laying cost, the lower the total number
of repairs.

FIG. 5 is a graph showing non-dominated front for two
objectives—total number of repairs and cable laying cost,
where the red dash line illustrates Pareto front obtained by
Fast Marching Method (FMM) with low-precision data,
whereas the black solid line illustrates Pareto front obtained
by FMM with high-precision data. The (approximate) Pareto
fronts consist 0f 451 points and 841 points. The FMM-based
method that uses data with higher precision generates more
accurate path planning and a better approximation for the
Pareto front. The blue dash line illustrates Pareto front
obtained by Label-Setting (L.S) algorithm with low-preci-
sion data, and the Pareto front (consists of 1381 points) is
obtained by the L.S-based algorithm using the low-precision
data.

FIG. 5 shows that for the same total number of repairs, the
laying costs obtained by FMM-based method using both the
low-precision data and the high-precision data are smaller
than that obtained by the LS-based algorithm. If the total
number of repairs is set to be the same and larger than 15,
commonly the laying cost obtained by the FMM-based
method using high-precision data will be reduced approxi-
mately by 4% comparing with the L.S-based algorithm. This
reduction increases to about 6.5% if the total number of
repairs is set in the range of 25 to 30.

FIG. 6A is an optimal path arrangement obtained by LS
algorithm on a PGV map of region D1, and FIG. 6B is an
optimal path arrangement obtained by FMM algorithm on a
PGV map of region D1.

12

Table II shows the laying cost H (y*; u*(-)) and the total
number of repairs G (y*; u*(-)) of the Pareto optimal path
using FMM-based method and the L.S-based algorithm.

5 TABLE 1I
H % u*() G (y*, u*()
LS-based algorithm 304.1759 28.4903
FMM-based method 284.0619 28.5005

(high-precision data)

The two paths in FIG. 6 A and FIG. 6B have very similar
total number of repairs, as shown in Table II. The laying cost
reduction is up to 6.61%. This difference is significant
considering the billions of dollars spent around the world on
telecommunications cabling. Although the total number of
repairs of the two cables are very close, their corresponding
paths are quite different.

In terms of the computational cost, it takes 251s and
5,192s for the FMM-based method to obtain the (approxi-
mate) Pareto fronts using the low-precision data and the
high-precision data, respectively. The running time of the
LS-based algorithm is 2,409s for the low-precision data. As
a result, bearing in mind the higher quality solution from the
FMM-based method, it is difficult to make a case for the
LS-based algorithm.

B. The Second Scenario

FIG. 7 shows a map of an exemplary region D2, a large
scale realistic landform in the central US. The objective
region D2 is from the southwest corner (33:00° N, -93:00°
E) to northeast corner (39:00° N, - 87:00° E). The black line
illustrates the New Madrid fault line, located in the central
of D2.

FIG. 8 shows a shaded surface map of Peak Ground
Velocity (PGV) for region D2 in log scale. To design the
path for a cable from the southwest corner (33:00° N, 93:00°
E) to northeast corner (39:00° N, -87:00° E), again, the
elevation data is downsampled or interpolates the PGA data
to generate the low-precision data (i.e., 120 arc-second
spatial resolution) and the high-precision data (i.e., arc-
second spatial resolution). The (approximate) Pareto fronts
(consists of 754 points and 823 points), obtained by the
FMM-based method using the low-precision data and the
high precision data through varying the weight value ¢ from
0 to 1200, are shown by the brown dotted line and the black
solid line in FIG. 10, respectively. From FIG. 10, the
(approximate) Pareto fronts obtained using the low-preci-
sion data and the high-precision data are very close. Several
selected optimal paths obtained by the FMM-based method
using the high-precision data are shown in FIG. 9 and the
corresponding laying cost and the total number of repairs are
shown in Table III.
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55
c H @*, u*() G (¥, u*(")
a 0 856.1859 169.0890
b
C
60 d
S
f
0.08 858.5708 105.4468
3 915.8102 36.8502
20 1013.4460 21.8293
50 1159.4206 18.3306
65 800 2347.7978 4.1533
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FIGS. 9A-9F are Pareto optimal paths modelled on the
PGV map of region D2, where the magenta lines indicate the
cable or cable segments being adopted at a first design level,
and the black lines indicate the cable or cable segments
being adopted at a second design level. Unlike in the first
scenario, to reduce the total number of repairs of the cable
in this scenario, avoiding the high PGV areas is much more
effective than adopting a higher design level since the
designed path can totally avoid the high PGV areas through
deploying a longer cable as shown by FIG. 9C and FIG. 9D.

FIG. 10 is a graph showing non-dominated front for two
objectives—total number of repairs and cable laying cost,
where the red dash line illustrates Pareto front obtained by
Fast Marching Method (FMM) with low-precision data, the
black solid line illustrates Pareto front obtained by FMM
with high-precision data, and the blue dash line illustrates
Pareto front obtained by Label-Setting (LS) algorithm with
low-precision data.

The raster-based L.S-based algorithm is not applicable for
such a large scale landform even when the low-precision
data is used. Therefore instead, LS-IP algorithm is run using
the low-precision data by setting e=0.8, obtaining the Pareto
front (consists of 336 points) shown by the blue dash line in
FIG. 10. Note that the number of nodes of the generated
graph is too large to obtain the Pareto front for LS-IP if the
high-precision data is used. From FIG. 10, it is observed that
the FMM-based method performs at least as well as the
LS-IP algorithm. But if the total number of repairs is set in
the range of 25 to 100, typically a more than 3.5% laying
cost reduction is obtained by applying the FMM-based
method.

In term of computational cost, the running time for the
FMM-based method using the low-precision data, the high-
precision data and LS-IP, are 1,308s, 62,526s and 15,334s,
respectively. It is seen, again, that the FMM-based method
has much better performance than LS-IP on computational
cost if the same data is used.

Based on the above first and second scenarios, it is evident
that the FMM-based method not only performs better on
finding the approximate Pareto front, but also runs much
faster than the L.S-based algorithm and the LS-IP algorithm.
For the Problem 1 with a very large scale landform, the
FMM-based method can be adopted because of its efficiency
and solution quality.

Advantage

The method in the embodiment has provided an optimal
and computationally effective approach to solve the multi-
objective optimization problem, taking into account of lay-
ing cost and total number of repairs of the cable as the two
objectives. Whereby solving the problem allows the deter-
mination of optimal path arrangements for an infrastructure
link between two geographic locations. Advantageously, the
present invention also considers the path optimization and
non-homogenous construction problem for a cable connect-
ing two points on Earth’s surface with high risk areas when
multiple design levels are available.

Comparing with the existing raster based algorithms,
namely, the LS-based algorithm and the LS-IP algorithm, the
FMM-based method in the present invention is advanta-
geous in that it has a better performance both on the
approximation of Pareto fronts and the computational cost.

Exemplary System
Referring to Figure ii, there is shown a schematic diagram

of an exemplary information handling system 1100 that can
be used as a server or other information processing systems
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in one embodiment of the invention for performing the
method in the invention. Preferably, the server 1100 may
have different configurations, and it generally comprises
suitable components necessary to receive, store and execute
appropriate computer instructions or codes. The main com-
ponents of the server 1100 are a processing unit 1102 and a
memory unit 1104. The processing unit 1102 is a processor
such as a CPU, an MCU, etc. The memory unit 1104 may
include a volatile memory unit (such as RAM), a non-
volatile unit (such as ROM, EPROM, EEPROM and flash
memory) or both. Preferably, the server 1100 further
includes one or more input devices 1106 such as a keyboard,
a mouse, a stylus, a microphone, a tactile input device (e.g.,
touch sensitive screen) and a video input device (e.g.,
camera). The server 1100 may further include one or more
output devices 1108 such as one or more displays, speakers,
disk drives, and printers. The displays may be a liquid
crystal display, a light emitting display or any other suitable
display that may or may not be touch sensitive. The server
1100 may further include one or more disk drives 1112
which may encompass solid state drives, hard disk drives,
optical drives and/or magnetic tape drives. A suitable oper-
ating system may be installed in the server 1100, e.g., on the
disk drive 1112 or in the memory unit 1104 of the server
1100. The memory unit 1104 and the disk drive 1112 may be
operated by the processing unit 1102. The server 1100 also
preferably includes a communication module 1110 for estab-
lishing one or more communication links (not shown) with
one or more other computing devices such as a server,
personal computers, terminals, wireless or handheld com-
puting devices. The communication module 1110 may be a
modem, a Network Interface Card (NIC), an integrated
network interface, a radio frequency transceiver, an optical
port, an infrared port, a USB connection, or other interfaces.
The communication links may be wired or wireless for
communicating commands, instructions, information and/or
data. Preferably, the processing unit 1102, the memory unit
1104, and optionally the input devices 1106, the output
devices 1108, the communication module 1110 and the disk
drives 1112 are connected with each other through a bus, a
Peripheral Component Interconnect (PCI) such as PCI
Express, a Universal Serial Bus (USB), and/or an optical bus
structure. In one embodiment, some of these components
may be connected through a network such as the Internet or
a cloud computing network. A person skilled in the art would
appreciate that the server 1100 shown in FIG. 11 is merely
exemplary, and that different servers 1100 may have differ-
ent configurations and still be applicable in the invention.

Although not required, the embodiments described with
reference to the Figures can be implemented as an applica-
tion programming interface (API) or as a series of libraries
for use by a developer or can be included within another
software application, such as a terminal or personal com-
puter operating system or a portable computing device
operating system. Generally, as program modules include
routines, programs, objects, components and data files
assisting in the performance of particular functions, the
skilled person will understand that the functionality of the
software application may be distributed across a number of
routines, objects or components to achieve the same func-
tionality desired herein.

It will also be appreciated that where the methods and
systems of the invention are either wholly implemented by
computing system or partly implemented by computing
systems then any appropriate computing system architecture
may be utilized. This will include stand-alone computers,
network computers and dedicated hardware devices. Where
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the terms “computing system” and “computing device” are
used, these terms are intended to cover any appropriate
arrangement of computer hardware capable of implementing
the function described.

It will be appreciated by persons skilled in the art that
numerous variations and/or modifications may be made to
the invention as shown in the specific embodiments without
departing from the spirit or scope of the invention as broadly
described. For example, the method can be applied to
determine optimal laying arrangement of any infrastructure
link, including fluid pipeline (e.g., oil, water, and gas pipes),
electric power cables, electric data cables, optical cables,
etc. The present embodiments are to be considered in all
respects as illustrative, not restrictive.

The invention claimed is:

1. A computer-implemented method for determining opti-
mal laying paths for a cable between two geographic loca-
tions, comprising:

modelling, using one or more processors, a geographic

terrain containing the two geographic locations, the
modelling including modelling the geographic terrain
into a grid with multiple grid points such that each of
the grid points on the modelled geographic terrain is
denoted by a respective 3D coordinate including an
altitude of a corresponding geographic location of the
geographic terrain;

jointly optimizing, using the one or more processors, two

or more potential paths for the cable between the two
geographic locations and at least two levels of shielding
for each of the two or more potential paths of the cable,
based on the modelled geographic terrain, an arrange-
ment cost model that takes into account the at least two
levels of shielding, and a repair rate model that takes
into account the at least two levels of shielding, so as
to optimize an arrangement cost and a repair rate for
each of the two or more potential paths of the cable, the
at least two levels of shielding provide different levels
of protection for the cable; and

determining, using the one or more processors and based

on the jointly optimizing, the optimal laying paths for
the cable, each of the optimal laying paths respectively
including multiple path portions, the multiple path
portions of a corresponding optimal path arrangement
defining a shape of the corresponding optimal path
arrangement and having the at least two levels of
shielding such that the corresponding optimal path
arrangement is a non-homogenous path arrangement
with different levels of shielding for at least some of the
path portions; and

displaying, at a display operably connected with the one

or more processors, at least one of the determined
optimal laying paths on a map of the geographic
terrain;

wherein the arrangement cost model incorporates a factor

associated with location and level of shielding of the
path, and can be represented as H(y,u("))=""h(y(s),
u(s))ds, where H(y,u(-)) is a laying cost of the cable,
h(y(s),u(s)) is a unit laying cost at location y(s) of the
geographic terrain with a design level u(s), and 1(y)
represents a total length of the cable;

wherein the repair rate model is represented as

Gy,u()=Yg(v(s),u(s))ds, where G(y,u(") is a total
number of potential required repairs of the cable, g
(y(s),u(s)) is a potential required repair rate at the
location y(s) of the geographic terrain with the design
level u(s), and 1 (y) represents the total length of the
cable;
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wherein the jointly optimizing comprises solving a single-
objective optimization problem defined as
min @'(yu()=fo VOy)u)+e-g((s)u)ds, sty
(0)=A and vy(I(y))=B, where A and B are the two
geographic locations, ¢ is a weighing factor and ¢ €
R," U{o};
wherein the single-objective optimization problem can
be transformed to an Eikonal equation and the solv-
ing comprises:
calculating a minimum weighted cost value over all
of'the levels of shielding for each of the grid points
on the modelled geographic terrain; and
applying fast marching method to solve the Eikonal
equation for determining the optimal laying paths;
wherein determining the optimal laying paths com-
prises determining a set of Pareto optimal solutions
representing the optimal laying paths.

2. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
includes: local geographic attributes, labor, and licenses.

3. The computer-implemented method of claim 2, further
comprising receiving input associated with the factors.

4. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the repair rate model is based on spatially distrib-
uted ground motion intensity associated with the geographic
terrain in which the path is arranged.

5. The computer-implemented method of claim 4,
wherein the spatially distributed ground motion intensity
comprises peak ground velocity.

6. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising receiving input associated with dimensions of
the grid points for modelling the geographic terrain.

7. The computer-implemented method of claim 1, further
comprising receiving input associated with the two geo-
graphic locations.

8. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the repair rate model is based on spatially distrib-
uted ground motion intensity associated with the geographic
terrain of each portion of a path and sums the repair rate per
unit length of a path to determine a repair rate of the path.

9. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the at least two levels of shielding are provided by
at least two of the following types of cable: single armoured
cable, double armoured cable, and rock armoured cable.

10. The computer-implemented method of claim 1,
wherein the cable is an optical cable.

11. An information handling system for determining opti-
mal laying paths for a cable between two geographic loca-
tions, comprising:

one or more processors arranged to:

model a geographic terrain containing the two geographic

locations, including modelling the geographic terrain
into a grid with multiple grid points such that each of
the grid points on the modelled geographic terrain is
denoted by a respective 3D coordinate including an
altitude of a corresponding geographic location of the
geographic terrain;

jointly optimize two or more potential paths for the cable

between the two geographic locations and at least two
levels of shielding for the cable of each of the two or
more potential paths of the cable, based on the mod-
elled geographic terrain, an arrangement cost model
that takes into account the at least two levels of
shielding, and a repair rate model that takes into
account the at least two levels of shielding, so as to
optimize an arrangement cost and a repair rate for the
cable of each of the two or more potential paths, the at
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least two levels of shielding for the cable provide
different levels of protection for the cable; and

determine, based on the joint optimization, the optimal
laying paths for the cable, each of the optimal laying
paths respectively including multiple path portions, the
multiple path portions of a corresponding optimal path
arrangement defining a shape of the corresponding
optimal path arrangement and having the at least two
levels of shielding such that the corresponding optimal
path arrangement is a non-homogenous path arrange-
ment with different levels of shielding for at least some
of the path portions; and

a display operably connected with the one or more
processors and arranged to display at least one of the
determined optimal laying paths on a map of the
geographic terrain;

wherein the arrangement cost model incorporates a factor
associated with location and level of shielding of the
path for the cable, and can be represented as
H(y,u(-)=h(y(s),u(s))ds, where H(y.u(-)) is a laying
cost of the cable, h(y(s),u(s)) is a unit laying cost at
location y(s) of the geographic terrain with a design
level u(s), and 1(y) represents a total length of the cable;

wherein the repair rate model is represented as
GOLu()=g®) (s):u(s))ds, where G(y.u()) is a total
number of potential required repairs of the cable,
g(y(s),u(s)) is a potential required repair rate at the
location y(s) of the geographic terrain with the design
level u(s), and 1 (y) represents the total length of the
cable

18

wherein the one or more processors are arranged to
perform the joint optimization by solving a single-
objective optimization problem defined as

min ®'(y.u()=f P (h(y(s).uE)+e-gy(s)uG))ds, s,

5 v(0)=A and y(I(y))=B, where A and B are the two
geographic locations, ¢ is a weighing factor and ¢
€R,'U{o};

wherein the single-objective optimization problem can be
transformed to an Eikonal equation, and the solving
comprises, at least:
calculating a minimum weighted cost value over all of
the levels of shielding for each of the grid points on
the modelled geographic terrain; and
5 applying fast marching method to solve the Eikonal
equation for determining the optimal laying paths;
and
wherein the one or more processors are arranged to
determine the optimal laying paths by, at least:
20 determining a set of Pareto optimal solutions represent-
ing the optimal laying paths.

12. The information handling system of claim 11, wherein
the at least two levels of shielding are provided by at least
two of the following types of cable: single armoured cable,

25 double armoured cable, and rock armoured cable.

13. The information handling system of claim 11, wherein

the cable is an optical cable.

#* #* #* #* #*
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